
OJS Key Vocabulary for Music   

Expressing ourselves using instruments, singing, rhythms and 

melodies 

 

Oatlands Infant School 

Use of Charanga music scheme. 
 

Year 3 

 

Genre 
Rhythm Major 

Minor 
Scale 

 

 
Rhythm 
Ostinato 

Break 
Samba 

Conductor 
Bateria Começar 

Pare 
Groove 
Tempo 

Strumming 
Pitch 
Fret 

Tablature 
Chord 
Strings 

 

 
Songwriter 
Soundscape 

Target market 
Plagiarism Theme 

Melody 
Structure 

Lyrics 
 

 

Crotchet 
Minim 

Semibreve 
Piano 
Forte 
Flat 

Sharp 
4/4 time 
signature 

 

Warmup 
Cool down 

Vocal chords 
Pitch 

Posture 
Breathing 

Pitch-
matching 

 

Year 4 

Stave 
Melody 

Dynamics 
Tempo 

Compose 
Drone 

 
 

Rhythm 
Ostinato 

Break 
Samba 

Conductor 
Bateria 

Começar 
Pare 

Groove 
Tempo 

 

Strumming 
Pitch 
Fret 

Tablature 
Chord 
Strings 

 

 
Soundtrack 
Dissonance 
Leitmotif 

 

Crotchet 
Minim 

Semibreve 
Piano 
Forte 
Flat 

Sharp 
4/4 time 
signature 

Round 
Time 

signature 
Tone 
Vocal 

register 
Bass 

Baritone 
Tenor 
Alto 

Soprano 

Year 5 

Pentatonic 
Improvisation 

 
 
 

Rhythm 
Ostinato 

Break 
Samba 

Conductor 
Bateria 

Começar 
Pare 

Groove 
Tempo 

Chord 
progression 
Strumming 

pattern 
Slide 

Hammer on 
 

 
Theme 
Hook 

 

Crotchet 
Minim 

Semibreve 
Piano 
Forte 
Flat 

Sharp 
4/4 time 
signature 

1/2/3/4 beat 
rests 

 
 

Year 6 

Melody 
Accompaniment 
Stave notation 

Triads 
Timbre 

Aural skills 

Rhythm 
Ostinato 

Break 
Samba 

Conductor 
Bateria 

Começar 
Pare 

Groove 
Tempo 

 

 
Chord 

progression 
Strumming 

pattern 
Slide 

Hammer on 
 

 
Demo 

Artist image 
Music Producer 

Pres Release 
Record Label 

 

Crotchet 
Minim 

Semibreve 
Piano 
Forte 
Flat 

Sharp 
4/4 time 
signature 

1/2/3/4 beat 
rests 

Unison 
Canon 

Harmony 
 

 


